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_ partying crowd

From wellness retreats and relaxing beach breaks to high-
octane active and adventure trips, the variety of holiday
optionsin Ibiza is staggering, as Louise Scott discovers

here’s little danger of the
hedonist’s hotbed Ibiza
running out of hardcore
clubbers and sunworshipp-
ing party animals in the
immediate future. But what the
bleary-eyed Pacha party crowd don't
see when they’re sleepingitall offona
sunlounger are the idyllic landscapes,
craggy coastlines, renowned wellness
retreats, luxury pads, great family
activities and a vibrant culture - all of
which make for a completely different
kind of holiday. Use our round-up to
open your clients’ eyes to the ‘other
side’ of [biza - and where to find it.

FAMILY FUN

The most family-friendly resorts, even
during the height of summer, are
Santa Eulalia, Es Cana, Cala Llonga,
Cala Vadella, San Antonio Bay and
Portinatx, all of which are heavily
sprinkled with hotels and self-catering
apartment complexes that are
well-equipped for children — and
predictable brochure-fillers for the big
operators. Figueratas, Talamanca and
Cala Tarida are quiet havens on the
edges of throbbing San Antonio, and
have safe, blue-flag beaches with
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shallow waters. Playa d’en Bossa is the
longest beach on the island, and a
major centre for water sports as well as

golf, archery and football. It’s also
home to a bowling centre with
trampolines and amusement arcades,
plus the Aguamar aqua park, which
Attraction World has introduced as a
commissionable add-on; and the
nearby Sa Caleta is a small, secluded
beach ideal for younger children.

Family-sized self-catering villas
are plentiful on the island, with room-
only suppliers such as Hoseasons
offering large properties in resorts
including San Jose, Santa Eulalia and
San Antonio, the latter of which has
karting, paintball and an aquarium
onits outskirts.

Other resorts that keep kids happy
include Puerto de San Miguel, which
has a good choice of family villas for
rental and is home to the ancient Can
Marca caves, and Cala Tarida on the
west coast. For a treat, the five-star
Insotel Fenicia Prestige Thalasso
Spain Santa Eulalia is a popular
choice for young families and has
just been added to Classic Collection
Holidays’ portfolio. It is also offered
by Sovereign.

T
Away from the packed beaches of the i?) ;Cn:; rztsatnais

main resorts, Ibiza’s coastline is
peppered with calas - cove beaches
where tourists, or indeed any people
atall, are scarce. Arty San Jose, with it:
pretty hilltop village, open-air cinema
and jazz evenings, attracts cultured
types who stay in the many villas on it
outskirts, while S’Argamassais a
recent development in a rural setting
on the north coast, with nightlife
centred onits hotels.

For tranquil luxury, there are

and its nature
reserve is great
for exploring

large five-stars such as Santa

Eulalia’s Quilibra Aguas de
Ibiza, which has justadded a spa,
and is offered by Kuoni; and capital
Ibiza Town’s glitzy [biza Gran Hotel,
ultra-modern home to the island’s
only casino - it’s available through
Sovereign, Classic Collection (new for
2010) and Thomas Cook.

For more intimate boutique
offerings, suggest a converted
Ibicencan finca (thick-walled
farmhouse) such as the Afro-Asian
themed Atzaro in the rural centre - it’s
one of many agroturismo properties

Avrticle Page 1 of 6



Source: Travel Weekly {Main}

Edition:

Country: UK

Date: Friday 16, April 2010 d

Page: 56,59,60 u rra nts
Area: 1277 sq. cm

Circulation: ABC 16137 Weekly

BRAD info: page rate £3,660.00, scc rate £25.00

Phone:

Keyword: IBIZA TOURISM

SAMPLE
PRODUCT
A seven-night break
in a standard room
at the Quilibra
) Aguas de Ibiza with
that include the quirky Can Marti, set ~ windsurfing, and Las Salinas for Kaond leads inat
onan organic farmnear SantJoan;and  experienced catamaran sailing. Cala £915 per person
Can Pere, withits own pooland hilltop ~ d’Hort and the islands of Conejera twin-share, staying
location near Santa Agnes. and Ses Margalides are best for scuba e e d S
Geographically speaking, thenorth  diving, plus there is a sunken wreck Vvt hanks, The
and east of [biza are its least tamed by the port of [biza. Cycling and hiking VA ¢
areas - recommend hotels or villas opportunities are good throughout Prce mC,IUdeS
near the unspoilt village of San Miguel  Ibiza, with rocky coastal paths, well v
and Cala Benirras, a sheltered bay sign-posted bike routes and the Es flights from

famed for its sunsets. VillaParadehas ~ Vedraand Ses Salinas naturereserves ~ Gatwick and private
arange of properties in small villages (with vast salt lakes at the latter) for transfers in resort.
and remote locations, such as )*, exploration. “Bagents.kuoni.
the stylish Casa Mar in the hills Ibiza’s timid little sister, the nearby co.uk
island of Formentera, is excellent for ® 01306 747008

ovzrnlogldr%g Flayad'en Bossa cheap bike hire and the city council

Int g tinal tflwﬁ, has produced a pamphlet with 199 well ~Hoseasons offers
20 eresentghzls r:le dfﬁ:f:llnnew signposted routes. For horse riding, El Sueno, a house
hotels tobe built on theisland from ~ NOrth Ride izarunssmallstables  suited to families
i o TRt bo five-starrated. between San Joan and Portinatx, with with teenagers,
: treks through wild alpine forest. being a 1.8-mile

Hot-air ballooning and jeep bus ride to the

SPECIALIST ACTIVITIES . : :

Activitiesontheisland are bookable ~ Safarisarealsoavallable, with nightlife of San
: pick-up points arranged according Antonio but also
separately rather than coming as part to the individual, while the Ihi i . sl

of a package holiday. One of Ibiza’s top
draws is its mind-bendingly extensive
choice of yoga retreats and abundance
of other therapeutic practices such as
meditation and massage. Among the

Tourist Board recommends Spanish
language courses at the capital’s
Instituto de Idiomas for those who
want to get their tongues round the

sleepier Cala
Gracioneta. Rental
of the four-bedroom
villa costs from

most reputable of these, Ibiza Yoga, in true [biza. TW £1,545 to £2,899 per
the hills behind Benirras beach, is a hit week.
with celebs such as Kate Moss, while WE “Bhoseasons.co.uk
the boutique hotel Cas Gasi, in Santa USEFUL B SITES ® 0844 847 1356
Gertrudis, specialises in tailor-made Pibizasport.com
wellness brea%cs. Bpunta dive. i Thomas Cook
For adrenaline and adventure ii-ihiza.es 3 Holidays with
addicts, mention S Argamassa and "ﬁi.bizare;creats SR Style has seven
Santa Eulalia for their water sports Pibi th 3 nights’ bed and
centres, Es Cana, San Antonio Bay By maztr;avgf m bauktant at the
and Playa d'en Bossa for kite and —_ Ibiza Gran Hotel
starting from £965
per person, flying
with Thomas Cook
Airlines from
Gatwick on

September 26, with
four days’ free
entrance to the spa.
“Bthomascook
world.com
® 08712302399
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The five-star
Insotel Fencia
Prestige Thalasso
Spais areal treat
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Clockwise from
top: Hotel
Quilibra Aguas
de Ibiza pool;
Talamanca Bay;
and the Ibiza
Gran Hotelin
Ibiza Town
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EVENTS AND
FE STNALS IN IBIZA DAY OF SANT BARTOMEU
FOR THE REST OF When?August 24
20 1 O Where? San Antonio
Why's it special? Fireworks,
concerts and cultural events.
FESTADE SANT JOAN
When? June 23-25 D“l" oggﬂﬁm
Where? Sant Joan and elsewhere Where? ,ﬁﬁ’rg her t Ihi
Why's it special? Huge bonfires and Why’sit ulgl‘;)'lIl‘ra Mot dssics
Basing sfisdiphtup the inlasd. fireworks and food tastings.
IBIZA JAZZ FESTIVAL
When? June 25-27 FESTA DE SAN MIGUEL
Where? San Antonio Whm‘ N ??Sseal:;tleﬁbe;lzg
Why's it special? Acts play live in o B
. Why'’s it special? Jollitiesand
S oo celebration with locals.
m’; July 1‘2‘: gm FESTADE SANTA GERTRUDIS
Where? Throughout Ibiza m‘m 7;;2;%: 3 ld(is
Why's it special? Parades and boat Why's it special? Music and folk
blessings mark the patron saint of ST < i
dancing in village square.

seafarers.

DAY OF SANT CIRIAC

When? August 8

Where? [biza Town

Why'’s it special? Historic ceremony,

fireworks and a watermelon fight.

IBEROSTAR PROMOTION

Spanish hotel chain Iberostar
has launched a new offer
especially for agents. Under
the terms of the promotion,
agents (plus a companion)
will be able to stay at one of
the group’s 74 properties in
Spain and the Mediterranean
on a two-for-the-price-of-one
promotion throughout May
and June. To book the offer,
which is valid on all two to
seven-night stays arriving
between May 1 and June 30
2010, go to iberostar.com/
payonegettwo

Grand Hotel
yalome in Tenerife
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